Makin’ Money

[bookmark: _GoBack]Do you know what money is made of? It definitely doesn't grow on trees!  
U.S. coins are made of a mixture of metals:
· Pennies: copper-plated zinc.
· Nickels, quarters, and dimes: a copper and zinc blend. 
· Sacajawea dollar: copper, zinc, manganese, and nickel.
These mixtures of metals are called alloys. When you look at the edges of some coins, you’ll see a reddish-colored layer inside. This is a core made out of pure copper.
The metal mixtures used to make coins were chosen specifically because they make the coins as strong as possible. 
The next time you have a coin, think about what it's made of and how long it lasts. You’ll appreciate it that much more!
